CALISTOGA RANCH AND HOURGLASS INVITE GUESTS TO BE A
“WINEMAKER FOR A WEEKEND”
AwardWinning Resort and Acclaimed Winemaker Collaborate to Create A Guest Experience
that Offers a Deeper Connection to Napa Valley

CALISTOGA, Calif. (June 25, 2009)  Tucked into a private canyon marked by ancient oaks,
majestic hills, a rockhewn stream and private lake, Calistoga Ranch is an oenophile’s dream
come true, with a working vineyard and resident winemaker that allows for guests to actively
participate in the winemaking process and share their experiences with other likeminded people.
Now, the resort is taking it a step further and offering a Winemaker for a Weekend program in
partnership with next door neighbor, Hourglass Winery, giving wine lovers the opportunity to
partake in weekend workshops that take the winemaking experience to a deeper level.
The Winemaker for a Weekend program includes:
•

Two nights in a onebedroom Spa Lodge for one couple ($7,500) or

•

Two nights in a twobedroom Meadow Lodge for two couples ($10,000)

•

Dinner in the Lakehouse Restaurant

•

One 60minute spa treatment for each person at the Bathhouse

•

Private dinner with Jeff Smith, owner of Hourglass Winery

•

A day in the Vineyard and/or Cellar with barrel tasting – details depend on time of year,
but could include “the harvest”, “bottling”, “pruning”, etc.

•

An allocation of Hourglass wine of up to a case and placement on the coveted Hourglass
mailing list for future releases

•

Framed photo of both couples with Jeff Smith documenting the event

Hourglass is an ultrapremium Napa Valley winery that has produced limited quantities of
Cabernet Sauvignon from its flagship 4acre Lodi Lane vineyard since 1990. In 2006, after a
lengthy search for a second vineyard worthy of the Hourglass name, Jeff and Carolyn Smith
purchased a worldclass site located directly adjacent to Calistoga Ranch. With the purchase of
the Blueline Vineyard, Hourglass has now evolved into two vineyard designated estate wines:
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the Hourglass Vineyard and the Hourglass Blueline Vineyard. In addition to the original
Cabernet Sauvignon, Hourglass now produces Cabernet Franc and Merlot.
As with the wine from the original Hourglass Vineyard, the Blueline Vineyard production is
under the direction of noted winemaker Bob Foley, renowned for crafting criticallyacclaimed
estate wines for Robert Foley Vineyards, Switchback Ridge, Paloma and Pride Mountain.
The Winemaker for a Weekend is just another step towards making Calistoga Ranch a true
winemaking community and gives guests the opportunity to roll up their sleeves and learn every
stage of the process from vine to bottle.

Other winerelated programs at the resort include

parties hosted onproperty by revered local winemakers and invitations to their own homes and
wineries. The wine cave also serves as a perfect venue to host yearround winethemed parties,
meetings and weddings. Collectively, these experiences offer the Calistoga Ranch guest the
unique opportunity for a deeper connection to Napa Valley and personal insight into the art of
winemaking.
About Calistoga Ranch
Located in a private canyon on 157 acres just outside the town of Calistoga, Calistoga Ranch
encompass 48 guest lodges and 27 owner lodges offering overnight accommodations, spa
services, historic Lake Lommel, and the private Lakehouse Restaurant and lounge. The property’s
contemporary architecture is inspired by its natural surroundings, and created to fit the landscape,
with a focus on an indooroutdoor lifestyle. In keeping with the rich heritage of Napa Valley,
Calistoga Ranch features an onsite vineyard and mountain wine cave, where owners and guests
can share in the process of winemaking and immerse themselves in the wine culture. Owners and
resort guests also enjoy a number of recreational activities including swimming in a pool
overlooking the vineyards and oak groves, and hiking on one of the property’s numerous trails.
About Auberge Resorts
Auberge Resorts is a collection of exceptional hotels, resorts and private clubs, each with a
unique personality that assures a memorable guest experience. Among the distinctive properties
are Auberge du Soleil, Napa Valley; Esperanza, Cabo San Lucas; Calistoga Ranch, Napa Valley;
The Inn at Palmetto Bluff, South Carolina; Encantado, Santa Fe; Rancho Valencia Resort and
Spa, Rancho Santa Fe, Calif. and Pond Bay opening in December on the island of St. John in the
U.S. Virgin Islands, with several others currently in development. While Auberge Resorts
nurtures the individuality of each establishment, all are characterized by a set of communal
elements: intimate, understated elegance; captivating locations that inspire exceptional cuisine
and spa experiences; and gracious yet unobtrusive service. For more information about Auberge
Resorts, please visit www.aubergeresorts.com.
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